CONFERENCE PROGRAM
5 TH STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PHILANTHROPY

21-22 / 06 / 2016 / Hyatt Regency / THESSALONIKI

T h e Me d i t e r ra ne a n i n Cri s i s :
Seeking Global Solutions to Critical
Regional and Local Issues

w w w. s n f . o r g

		In November 1995, the Euro-Mediterranean ministerial conference in Barcelona adopted the
Barcelona Declaration, leading to the establishment of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership between the
then member states of the European Union and 12 Mediterranean non-EU countries. The Partnership’s
objective was

“turning the Mediterranean basin into an area 			
of dialogue, exchange and co-operation
guaranteeing peace, stability and prosperity,
which required a strengthening of democracy and 		
respect of human rights, sustainable and balanced 		
economic and social development, measures to
combat poverty and promotion of greater
understanding between cultures.”
		Twenty years later, the vision of Barcelona to “unite” a sea of different people with distinctive and
divergent cultures seems to be out of reach. The prolonged socioeconomic crisis and the ongoing severe
political upheavals are threatening the very essence of the Mediterranean as a sea(s) of interaction (cultural,
economic, political), leading into closed and isolated communities, and exacerbating existing issues in a number
of different areas, including social welfare, health, education, culture, civil society, and the environment.
	The severity and magnitude of the issues, in all of these areas and across the whole region, are testing the
philanthropic reflexes and efforts not only of foundations but of societies as well, requiring broad collaborative,
coherent and in many instances new and rather visionary approaches.
While the focus of this year’s annual conference on philanthropy appears to be local, as a global foundation
we understand that only a global understanding of, and response to, these critical issues can be truly effective.
The aim of the Fifth Annual Stavros Niarchos Foundation International Conference on Philanthropy is to
provide a forum for a global conversation that can help Mediterranean and Balkan societies confront specific
issues at a local/regional level.

monday / June 20 / 2016
16:00 – 18:00 Excursion to the archaeological site of Vergina
20:30 Dinner Reception

conference PROGRAM DAY 1 / Tuesday / June 21 / 2016
8:30 Registration and welcome coffee
9:30 – 9:35 Welcoming remarks: Lenia Vlavianou – Director of Public Affairs, Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Stelios Vasilakis – Director of Programs & Strategic Initiatives, Stavros Niarchos Foundation
9:35 – 9:45 Introductory Remarks: Andreas C. Dracopoulos – Co-President, Stavros Niarchos Foundation
9:45 – 10:15 keynote speech – David Abulafia, Professor of Mediterranean History, Cambridge University
Author of The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean and The Mediterranean in History (TBC)
10:20 – 11:50 Plenary Session 1: The Refugee Humanitarian Crisis - How can Philanthropy React
to a Seemingly Intractable Problem
12:00 – 13:25 Plenary Session 2: The Mediterranean Region and its Environmental Challenges
13:30 – 14:20 Lunch
14:30 – 14:55 Performance: TBD
15:00 – 16:00 Youth Debate: Young people from across the region debate on the refugee crisis
16:05 – 17:30 Plenary Session 3: The Preservation of the Mediterranean Region’s Cultural Heritage
and its Challenges
20:30 Cocktail Reception and Dinner

The Conference will be broadcast live on www.SNF.org
Casual Dress Code, no jackets/ties required

conference PROGRAM DAY 2 / wednesday / June 22 / 2016
9:30 – 9:55 Keynote speech: Thessaloniki - Its Cosmopolitan Past and Visions of a Cosmopolitan Future
10:00 – 11:25 Plenary Session 4: Inequality, Poverty, Unemployment and Education in the Balkans
and the Mediterranean
11:30 – 12:55 Plenary Session 5: The Role of the Arts in a Region of Conflict
13:00 – 13:50 Lunch
14:00 – 15:00 Youth Debate: Young people from across the region debate democracy, openness,
the Arab Spring, technology, gender equality and the future
15:10 – 16:40 Plenary Session 6: Health system challenges and priorities in the Balkans
and the Mediterranean
16:45 – 17:15 Closing Performance: TBD
17:20 – 17:30 Closing Remarks
Returning to Athens for the beginning of the SNFCC events on Thursday, June 23
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